Rock Identification Key

	1
Sandstone
	2
Quartzite


	3
Limestone
(with marine fossils)

	4
Marble


	5
Basalt


	6
Amphibolite



	7
Shale
(with plant fossils)

	8
Slate


	9
Phyllite


	10
Schist

	11

Peridotite
	12
“Soapstone”
(Steatite)


	13
Graywacke


	14
Metagraywacke


	15
Gneiss


	16
Granite


	17
Pegmatite


	


Rocks versus minerals - an explanation

In nature, you generally find rocks.  Most rocks are made up of about one to four specific types of mineral grains that are distributed throughout the rock. For example, the rock, granite, is made mainly of the minerals quartz, feldspar, mica, and sometimes amphibole.

A mineral is a naturally occurring inorganic substance with a specific internal ordering of atoms and a chemical composition that varies only within certain limits.

A rock is a mixture of one or more minerals, which has a specific composition and texture, and which occurs naturally over a large enough area to be portrayed on a map.

