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Geologist Talk in Ellijay Mar. 9  

Dr. Bill Witherspoon, co-author of the popular guide, Roadside Geology of Georgia, will 
present a talk, “Geology, Gold, and the Making of Georgia,” in Ellijay at 2:00 PM Saturday, 
March 9.  The event, free and open to the public, will be hosted by the Gilmer County Historical 
Society as part of its monthly meeting. 

The talk will be at the Gilmer County Library at 268 Calvin Jackson Dr., Ellijay, GA 30540. In 
his slideshow with animations, Dr. Witherspoon will explain the science behind the formation of 
North Georgia’s gold deposits over a time span of half a billion years, from earliest volcanic 
activity to the settling of nuggets in streams. Gold mining in Gilmer County included Georgia’s 
largest known nugget at 4.5 pounds, and was entirely from placer (stream) deposits, leaving a 
mystery as to the location of the “mother lode” in bedrock. 

This program illustrates the tectonic plate movements which pushed the gold sources from 
volcanic vents into a collision with the North American continent, forming North Georgia’s gold 
belt. Dr. Witherspoon will also touch on recent earthquakes in the Southeast, in contrast to the 
much more active tectonics of Georgia when the gold deposits were forming. 

Although Georgia did not host the first gold discovery in the US, it can claim the first gold rush.  
Many of Georgia’s ‘29ers took their know-how to the 1849 California gold rush. Insights from 
historians show how Georgia's gold rush fostered its industry and helped give it a different 
character from neighboring states. 

Roadside Geology of Georgia, a full-color 320-page guide, has sold more than 6,000 copies, 
and is part of a Mountain Press Publishing series for the general reader that has sold over one 
million copies. “Our goal is to take the reader to Georgia’s natural wonders and explain the 
science that lies behind the scenery,” says Witherspoon, who taught geology to K-12 students 
and their teachers for 17 years at DeKalb County Schools’ Fernbank Science Center, and co-
authored the 2013 book with Dr. Pamela Gore of Georgia Perimeter College.  

Contact for information: Dr. Bill Witherspoon, bill@georgiarocks.us. 


